
Protecting Ohio’s Citizens: 
A Call for Natural Gas Alarm Legislation 

Ohio doesn’t have to wait for its own large-scale tragedy to act.
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In less than a month, Ohio has seen a series of explosions and gas 
emergencies that share a common thread: fuel gas leaks turning 
ordinary homes and community buildings into disaster scenes.
On November 22, 2025, an explosion at the Phoenix House senior 
apartment high-rise in Austintown ripped open apartments and injured 
multiple residents, many of them elderly and low-income. Witnesses reported a 
strong smell of gas hanging in the air as first responders evacuated nearly 100 
people from the damaged high-rise. 

Just one day earlier, a Montville Township family home in Geauga County 
exploded when a propane gas leak ignited, severely burning an off-duty 
firefighter and his daughter and killing the family dogs. Fire officials say the 
homeowner had been working on the furnace and stove; the house is likely a 
total loss. 

Earlier in the month, a natural gas leak at the historic Kelton House Museum 
& Garden in Columbus led to a catastrophic explosion that shattered windows, 
collapsed parts of the roof, and heavily damaged one of Ohio’s important 
Underground Railroad sites.  

Days later, hundreds of residents in a North Columbus neighborhood 
were evacuated when an over-pressurized gas system caused relief valves on 
home meters to open and vent natural gas across several blocks. Quick action 
prevented a mass-casualty event. 

Taken together, these incidents tell a clear story: Ohio’s citizens, historic 
homes, and vulnerable residents are exposed to gas-related hazards every 
day, while fuel-gas alarms remain largely voluntary. Smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms are now a familiar part of our building codes; natural gas leak 
alarms have not yet been given the same life-safety status.
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1.	 Establish a statewide requirement for certified fuel-gas alarms 
o	 Require UL 1484-listed natural gas/fuel gas alarms in: 
	 –	 Multifamily residences and high-rises, especially senior and disability housing. 
	 –	 Rental properties, including short-term rentals, that use natural gas or propane appliances. 
	 –	 New construction and major renovations where fuel gas is present. 

2.	 Align Ohio codes with modern best practices 
o	 Direct the relevant code bodies to reference NFPA 715, which provides a national standard for the installation and  
	 upkeep of fuel-gas detection and warning equipment, so alarms are placed and maintained where they will save lives. 

3.	 Prioritize high-risk populations and buildings 
o	 Phase requirements to start with senior housing, low-income high-rises, historic public-access buildings, and communities,  
	 where a single leak can displace hundreds and overwhelm local resources, as Austintown and Columbus have just  
	 experienced.

4.	 Support affordability and adoption 
o	 Modern gas alarms that meet UL 1484 are widely available, including models with 10-year batteries and operating costs  
	 measured in pennies per day.  
o	 Consider tax credits or utility-run incentive programs to help property owners equip units quickly, especially in older  
	 housing stock.

What the General Assembly can do now

https://www.wane.com/top-stories/several-injured-after-explosion-at-ohio-senior-living-apartments/
https://www.wane.com/top-stories/several-injured-after-explosion-at-ohio-senior-living-apartments/
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/house-fire-with-propane-tank-explosion-in-geauga-county
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/house-fire-with-propane-tank-explosion-in-geauga-county
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/kelton-house-museum-fire-leaves-community-in-mourning-and-uncertainty-columbia-gas-columbus-ohio
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/kelton-house-museum-fire-leaves-community-in-mourning-and-uncertainty-columbia-gas-columbus-ohio
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/kelton-house-museum-fire-leaves-community-in-mourning-and-uncertainty-columbia-gas-columbus-ohio


Ohioans should not have to hope they smell “rotten eggs” in time, or trust that door-to-door evacuations will always happen fast 
enough. A simple, standardized requirement for certified fuel-gas leak alarms – backed by proven national standards – can give 
residents precious minutes to escape and give firefighters a fighting chance.

The General Assembly has an opportunity, right now, to treat natural gas detection the  
way we already treat smoke and CO alarms: as a basic, non-negotiable layer of protection  
for every Ohio family.
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About Concerned Citizens for Natural Gas Safety
Concerned Citizens for Natural Gas Safety is a dedicated coalition of community 
members, industry experts, and advocates committed to promoting transparency, 
accountability, and safety in the use and distribution of natural gas. Our mission is 
to educate the public, engage policymakers, and work toward responsible energy 
practices that prioritize health, environmental protection, and community well-being.
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